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Program for Saving Georgian Historical-Cultural
Heritage in Abkhazia

Introduction

Our aim is to tell the international community that Abkhazia represents an
inalienable part of Georgia, residence of Georgians, which was inherited from
the ancestors. A number of ancient Georgian and foreign sources have referred
to this issue.

In late medieval centuries, when foreign tribes entered this land from the
mountains of Northern Caucasus (probably they were not numerous, but in any
case, nobody is able now to ascertain their number), Georgia has accepted them
and gave them shelter. And in the end, all of them -hosts and guests- were named
Abkhazians... which was the name of the residents of a whole region, and
previously, name of the whole Western Georgia or even the whole country of
Georgia. These tribes do not call themselves Abkhaz... We are the ones who call
them by this name (and this is another expression of our good will towards
them). As for now, when it became necessary to distinguish them, it appeared to
be quite difficult. That's why very often the populace as well as some Georgian
and foreign scientists unconsciously refer to present Adigheans, Abaz and Apsua
as Abkhaz. By the same token, treasures of Georgian spirituality located on
present-day Abkhazian territory - cultural and historical heritage of the world,
monuments of the Christian Church, which have worldly importance, often
become an issue of claim on the part of so-called Abkhazian, or what is more
surprising - Russian Orthodox Church.

And by the end of 20th century, we - the Georgians of Abkhazia - were
expelled from our homeland by a horrible violence. The great Northern neighbor
has achieved her century-long dream via alienating intertwined Georgians and
Abkhazians and then fitting them against each other.

Temporary loss of Abkhazia brought about a temporary decadence of
Abkhazian cultural and historical heritage, which represents the main
component of Georgian spirituality. Prominent monuments of the Georgian
material culture are already destroyed or being destroyed - mainly buildings of
Christian Churches, feudal castles of medieval centuries, rare samples of mural
paintings and historical inscriptions preserved by these paintings - only Georgian
inscriptions. These monuments bear a huge artistic-historical importance, and
some of them are even unique.

The whole Georgia and progressive society of the world have to discern this
threat. It should be stopped in time.

The importance and magnificence of unified Georgian culture has recently
flashed before the international community. This is the culture that appeared as
a visit card expressing the identity of entire Georgia and the Georgian people
during the visit of the US President George W. Bush in Thilisi. Against this
background, present state and future perspective of Georgian spiritual
monuments - Georgian Church, Georgian Word, Georgian Art: music, dance,
theater, cinema, painting - in Abkhazia are getting more urgent.

Proper presentation of the state program, elaborated for saving endangered
Georgian historical-cultural heritage in Abkhazia, before the world community
will show in the new light not only military but also religious-cultural expansion
of Russia in Abkhazia and will gave a new impetus to the process of political
resolution of the Abkhazian conflict.



Brief Historical Overview
Spiritual Heritage of Abkhazia

e Bitchvinta Church Complex (IV-X A.D.)
- Bitchvinta Basilica (IV A.D.)
- Bitchvinta Bishopric Temple (X A.D.)
e Anakopia -Akhali Atoni Church-Monastery Complex (IX-X A.D.)
- Anakopia St. Svimon Kananeli Church (IX-X A.D.)
- Akhali Atoni St. Panteleimoni Temple (XIX A.D.)
Bedia Temple (X-XI A.D.)
Likhne (Likhni) Church (X-XI1 A.D.)
Mokvi Temple (X A.D.)
Thamar's Bridge over the Besleti River (X A.D.)
Dranda Temple (VIII A.D.)
llori St.George Church (X1 A.D.)
Church of the Bziphi Fortress (X A.D.)
Old Gagra Church (VI A.D))
Komani St. John Chrysostom Monastery (I A.D.)
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