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Regional Conference

 The Challenges of Engendering Economics –

Way Towards Social Justice and Equal Opportunities  

1 April, 2008 

Tbilisi, Georgia 
Conceptual background: the International community is committed to halving poverty by 2015 as envisaged in the Millennium Development Goals. Equal accessibility to resources for men and women as well as the equal participation is not only one of the most important components of developing democracy, but it also represents a tool for  economic development and reduction of poverty  in many countries. Poverty increases gender disparities and affects women and men differently. The linkages between gender and socio-economic development are still little acknowledged and not well understood at the policy level. The Governments have to realize that they have central roles in removing the barriers, which prevent the equal participation of women and men in the political and economic processes which in its place puts barriers to poverty eradication and. achieving Millennium goals. 
The objectives of the conference are to share the experience on promotion of engendered economic policies as the way to social justice and MDG goals; share experience from various countries on good practices and lessons learned; support consolidation of efforts on existing initiatives and dissemination of knowledge for replication of these initiatives at regional and national levels. 

The Conference will review the perspectives of integration of gender aspects into macro-economic policies and will propose the following areas for discussion:

· Advantages of engendered economics, challenges and perspectives of  mainstreaming gender in economics;
· Mechanisms for the governments to successfully aspire gender-sensitive development policies including engendered economic policy;
· Gender review of  labour market, entrepreneurship  and migration;  
· Gender inequalities in poverty, health and  social infrastructure – why poverty  increases  gender disparities; 

· Gender Responsive Budgeting (GRB) initiatives- the tools for achieving social justice, best practices and lessons learned.

The conference outputs: conference will give the opportunity to exchange experience and lessons learnt, to disseminate knowledge and practices as well identify entry points for new initiatives in the region and set up a regional network of actors and stakeholders. The conference will be followed by the working meeting where the gender and economic experts meet to discuss the creation of GRB network and its perspectives.
Organizers: the conference will be organized by UNDP Georgia within Gender and Politics programme framework supported by Swedish Government and Parliament of Georgia, in cooperation with UN Economic Commission for Europe and OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights. 
Participants: conference will host international and local experts, representatives of the government structures, policy-makers, local authorities, women’s NGOs, University academia, national statistics institutions and members of international community. The participants will represent Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia and Uzbekistan. The international experts from Ireland, Italy and Germany (TBC) will also take part in the conference. 
Format: regional conference (1 April, 2008) will be accompanied by two side events: 

· Capacity Building training on gender budgeting (31 March, 2008) organized by OSCE ODIHR for local and national policy makers from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia and Uzbekistan, members of NGO Coalition in Georgia. Participation in the training is also open to all interested parties, including participants from the regional conference. The training will be conducted by international expert from Ireland with possible participation of experts from Italy and Germany (TBC). 
· Half day consultations on establishing Regional Network on Gender Responsive Budgeting  (2 April, 2008). The purpose of the meeting is to get expert feedback/comments and recommendations on policy development and creation of a Regional Network. The meeting is open to participation of potential members of the Network. The meeting will be held with participation of international experts and support from the UN Economic Commission for Europe.  
Tentative Agenda of the Conference
	9.40-10.00
	Registration

	10.00-10.30
	Opening, welcome speeches:
Aleksander Kvitashvili, Minister for Health, Labour, and Social Affairs

George  Tsereteli, MP, Head of Parliament Committee of Social and Health Care, Member of  Gender Advisory Council 
Matilda Dimovska,  UNDP Deputy Resident Representative   
Tamar Beruchashvili, Deputy State Minister for Euro-Atlantic Integration
Dr. Ewa Ruminska-Zimny , Senior Social Affairs Officer, UNECE   
Tiina Ilsen – Head of Gender Programme, OSCE/ODIHR


	First panel
	Trends of  Economic Development  in Modern World  and Millennium  Goals

	10.30-11.30 
	Moderator: Charita Jashi    
Speakers: 

1. Dr. Ewa Ruminska-Zymny, Senior Social Affairs Officer, UNECE 

- Economic Dimensions of Gender equality

2. Aleksander Urushadze  Head of Department  Ministry  for Health, Labour, and Social Affairs 
 - Georgia Without Poverty, New Social Policy of  Georgia   
3. Gyulnara Hovhahesyan, Director of Institute of labor and social Research of Armenia

-Gender problems of Social-Economic Development in Armenia 

   

	11.30-12.00
	Coffee break

	Second panel
	Strategies to Mainstream Gender into Economic Policy   

	12.00-13.30
	Moderator: Micheil Tokmazishvili        
Speakers: 

1. Mita Marra, International expert, Italy 
- Key specific gender equality measures
2. Charita Jashi, expert of UNDP Gender and Politics Programme 
-  Mainstreaming  Gender into Economic Policy- Shifting  to  practical level  
3. Micheil  Djibuti,  expert from Gender Budget Group 

-   Current Processes of Transformation of Economic Policy in Georgia
 

	13.30-14.30
	Lunch

	Third panel  
	  Gender Responsive Budget  initiatives: Country experiences  

	14.30-16.00
	Moderator: Micheil  Djibuti    

Speakers: 

1.Sheila Quinn, International expert, Ireland 
- Gender  Budgeting - European experience 

2.Mita Marra, International expert from Italy

- Italian experience on gender responsive budgeting at municipality level 

3. Marion Boeker, International expert, Germany 
- Gender Responsive Budgeting: experience of Berlin city
4. Michael Tokmazishvili expert of UNDP Gender and Politics Programme
-  GRB initiatives in Georgia 



	16.00-16.30
	Coffee break

	Forth panel
	The Ways forward- A Gendered Perspective  in Economic        

	16.30.-17.00
	Moderator: Dr. Ewa Ruminska-Zimny 

Speakers: 
1. Sheila Quinn, International expert, Ireland
2. Marion Boeker, International expert, Germany
3.  Charita Jashi expert of UNDP Gender and Politics Programme
4. Gyulnara Hovhahesyan, Director of Institute of labor and social Research of Armenia
5. Farida Axmedova, chief consultant of the ministry of economic development, Azerbaijan


	17.00-18.00 
	 Discussion, summing up


Full report will be coming soon. Meanwhile you can see the photos from the Conference below:
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